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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR .1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
8/22/2007 has been entered. 

Claims 1-5, 8, 9, 14-19, and 21-29 have been examined. 
Claims 6-7, 10-13, and 20 have been cancelled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-5, 8, 9, 14-19, and 21-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

It is unclear whether claims 1-5, 8. 9, 14-19, and 21-29 are drawn to the 
combination or subcombination. In particular, the preamble of each of the claims 1,14, 
23 and 24 implies the subcombination of the securing clip while the body of the claims 
positively references "the regulating wall of the second panel". It is not clear how the 
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recitation of elements that are otherwise not a part of the apparatus being claimed serve 
to structurally define said apparatus and patentably distinguish said apparatus from the 
prior art. For this Office action only, it will be considered that these claims are drawn to 
the subcombination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-5, 8, 9, 14-19. and 21-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Bakker et al (U.S. Patent No. 6.234,835). 

As to Claim 1 . Bakker et al disclose a securing clip capable of securing a first panel 

member with a second panel member, comprising: 

a first fitting portion (18) having a U-character shape; and 

a second fitting portion having a U-chargcter shape (22), wherein: 

the securing clip being like an S-character in cross section (Fig. 4); and 

the second fitting portion comprising a first engaging pawl (34) on an inner wall 

face, and the second fitting portion comprising an engagement wall (32) having an 

engagement face at an end of the engagement wall that faces an opening in the closed 

end of the U-character shape of the second fitting portion (Fig 5), 
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wherein a portion of said U-character shape second fitting portion (22), which is 
common to a portion of said U-character shape first fitting portion forming a middle of 
said S-character (12), comprises a second engaging pawl (20) opposing said first 
engaging pawl (Fig 4), and 

wherein said engagement face of the engagement wall is inclined outwardly 
away from said opening in the closed end of the U-character shape of the second fitting 
portion (Fig 5; Examiner considers the top, inclined wall of the spring blade 32 to be the 
engagement face). 

As to Claim 2 , Bakker et al disclose the engagement wall (32) existing in bilateral 
symmetry (Fig. 5). 

As to Claims 3 and 4 . Bakker et al disclose an engagement face of the engagement wall 
(32) being inclined with respect to a central axis of the U-character shape of the second 
fitting portion (Fig. 5). 

As to Claim 5 . Bakker et al disclose a detachment grip portion (30). 

As to Claims 8 and 9 . Bakker et al disclose a rib wall (Figs land 4; Examiner considers 
the rib wall to be the indent formed on the leg 15) being protruded on an inner wall face 
of the second fitting portion. 
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As to Claim 14 . Bakker et al disclose a securing clip for securing a first panel having a 
hole to a second panel having a hole and a regulating wall, the securing clip comprising: 
a first U-shaped fitting (18) comprising a first engaging pawl (23) on an inner wall 
of the first U-shaped fitting capable of engaging a hole in the first panel (120); and 
a second U-shaped fitting (22) comprising: 

a second engaging pawl (34) on an inner wall of the second U-shaped 
fitting capable of engaging a hole in the second panel; and 

an engagement wall (32) comprising an engaging face at an end of the 
engagement wall that faces an opening in the close end of the U-shape of the 
second U-shaped fitting (Fig 5), 

wherein the first U-shaped fitting and the second U-shaped fitting form an 
S-shaped cross-section (Fig 4), and 

a third engaging pawl on an inner wall of the second U-shaped fitting and 
opposing said second engaging pawl (20), and 

wherein said engagement face of the engagement wall is inclined outwardly 
away from said opening in the closed end of the U-character shape of the second fitting 
portion (Fig 5; Examiner considers the top, inclined wall of the spring blade 32 to be the 
engagement face). 

As to Claim 15 and 16 . Bakker et al disclose the engagement wall (32) comprising a 
pair of engagement faces symmetrically positioned around said second engaging pawl 
(Fig 3). 
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As to Claim 17 , Bakker et al disclose the engagement face (32) being inclined with 
respect to an axis which is perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of said U-character 
shape of the second fitting portion (Fig, 3). 

As to Claim 18 . Bakker et al disclose a detachment grip portion (30) integrally provided 
on an outside wall face at the opening end of said U-character shape of the second 
fitting portion. 

As to Claim 19 . Bakker et al disclose a rib wall (Figs land 4; Examiner considers the rib 
wall to be the indent formed on the leg 16) on an inner face. 

As to Claim 21 . Bakker et al disclose said second engaging pawl comprises a pair of 
second engaging pawls receiving said first engaging pawl between the pair of second 
engaging pawls (Fig 3). 

As to Claim 22 . Bakker et al disclose said third engaging pawl comprises a pair of third 
engaging pawls receiving said second engaging pawl between the pair of third engaging 
pawls (Fig 2). 

As to Claim 23 . Bakker et al disclose a securing clip for securing a first panel member 
with a second panel member, comprising: 

a first fitting portion (18) having a U-character shape; and 
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a second fitting portion having a U-character shape (22), wherein: 
the securing clip being like an S-character in cross section (Fig. 4); and 
each of the first fitting portion and the second fitting portion comprising an 
engaging pawl (23 and 34, respectively) on an inner wall face, and the second fitting 
portion comprising an engagement wall (32) having an engagement face at an end of 
the engagement wall that faces an opening in the closed end of the U-character shape 
of the second fitting portion (Fig 5), and 

wherein said engagement wall is provided parallel to the inner wall face of the U- 
character shape of the second fitting portion (Figs 4 and 5; Examiner considers the 
further portion to the right (as looking at claim 4) of the engagement wall to be parallel to 
portion 12), and 

wherein said engagement face of the engagement wall is inclined outwardly 
away from said opening in the closed end of the U-character shape of the second fitting 
portion (Fig 5; Examiner considers the top, inclined wall of the spring blade 32 to be the 
engagement face). 

As to Claim 24 . Bakker et al disclose a securing clip for securing a first panel member 

with a second panel member, comprising: 

a first fitting portion (18) having a U-character shape; and 

a second fitting portion having a U-character shape (22), wherein: 

the securing clip being like an S-character in cross section (Fig. 4); and 
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each of the first fitting portion and the second fitting portion comprising an 
engaging pawl (23 and 34, respectively) on an inner wall face, and the second fitting 
portion comprising an engagement wall (32) having an engagement face at an end of 
the engagement wall that faces an opening in the closed end of the U-character shape 
of the second fitting portion (Fig 5), 

wherein said engagement face is positioned substantially in the center between 
an open end and the closed end of the U-character shape of the second fitting potion 
(Fig 5), and 

wherein said engagement face of the engagement wall is inclined outwardly 
away from said opening in the closed end of the U-character shape of the second fitting 
portion (Fig 5; Examiner considers the top, inclined wall of the spring blade 32 to be the 
engagement face). 

As to Claims 28 . Bakker et al disclose the engagement wall (32) capable of being 
engaged to second panel including a regulating wall (Col 3, Lines 8-10). 

As to Claim 29 . Bakker et al disclose a detachment grip portion (30); 

wherein the engagement wall (32) existing in bilateral symmetry (Fig. 5); and 
wherein a rib wall (Figs land 4; Examiner considers the rib wall to be the indent 

formed on the leg 16) is protruded on an inner wall face of the second fitting portion. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 7/18/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

As to the Claims, Applicant's argue: 

"the Bakker et al. reference does not teach or suggest features of the claimed 
invention including an engagement wall having an engagement face at an end of 
the engagement wall that faces an opening in the closed end of the U-character 
shape of the second fitting portion and that is inclined outwardly away from the 
opening in the closed end of the U-character shape of the second fitting portion, 
wherein a regulating wall of a second panel and the engagement wall are 
engaged." (Page 8) 

Examiner respectfully disagrees. As advanced in the anticipation rejection above, 
Bakker et al disclose an engagement wall having an engagement face at an end of the 
engagement wall that faces an opening in the closed end of the U-character shape of 
the second fitting portion and that is inclined outwardly away from the opening in the 
closed end of the U-character shape of the second fitting portion. However, it is not 
proper to recite of elements that are othenA/ise not a part of the apparatus being claimed 
(i.e. a regulating wall of a second panel) in order to structurally define said apparatus 
and patentably distinguish said apparatus from the prior art. 

As to the comments in Section C. of Applicants response (Rages 8-9), Examiner has 
reviewed and corrected all discrepancies pointed out by the applicant in the rejection 
above. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joshua T. Kennedy whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 8297, The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 7am - 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (571) 272-7087. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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